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WHISTLEBLOWER WEBSITE 
294. Mr S.A. MILLMAN to the Attorney General: 
I refer to the amateur, insecure website that urges public servants to report incidents of corruption. 
(1) Are public servants legally protected if they make disclosures through this website? 
(2) What are the proper avenues available for public servants to report cases of corruption? 
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY replied: 
(1)–(2) I thank the member for his question. The short answer is no, public servants who report allegations of 

misconduct to this website have no protection at all from criminal or civil liability. After this website was 
launched, I sought advice from the State Solicitor’s Office about the status of complaints going to this 
website. I am advised that the problems are, firstly, that section 81 of the Criminal Code states that it is 
an offence for any public servant or contractor to disclose to a third party any information that came to 
them in the course of their employment. Secondly, it could also constitute an offence under section 9 of 
the Public Sector Management Act or the disciplinary sections under section 80 of the same legislation. 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Dr M.D. Nahan: Big Brother’s looking. 
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: We will come to that in a moment. There are protections available to those who want to 
make disclosures under the Public Interest Disclosure Act 2003—legislation that was introduced by the Gallop 
government. But I wish to point out for anyone who is contacting the Liberal Party website, that the Liberal Party 
website solicited information that went beyond the information covered by section 3 of the Public Interest 
Disclosure Act and, moreover, any disclosure made under the Public Interest Disclosure Act has to be made to an 
appropriate authority. I can assure the chamber that the Liberal Party of Western Australia is not classified as an 
appropriate authority. None of the protections that are extended to bona fide complaints by public servants—that 
is, protections afforded by the Public Interest Disclosure Act—would apply to any public servant contacting the 
Liberal Party website and could leave them open to both criminal prosecution — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Can I help you up? 
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: No thank you, Mr Treasurer. Mr Treasurer was asking whether I needed assistance to get to 
my feet, not to answer this question, Mr Speaker! 
There would be no protection from criminal prosecution, disciplinary prosecution or, more importantly, any 
defamation proceedings launched by anyone who was the subject of one of these complaints. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members!  
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: The second part of the question is: what are the appropriate authorities to which a public 
servant could make bona fide complaints about misconduct? Firstly, I just want to point out that there is the 
Corruption and Crime Commission. It was of course the member for Cottesloe as Premier who sought to gut the 
CCC legislation by taking from its purview all members of Parliament except for members of the executive. Of 
course, that was revealed in a front-page article under the by-line of Mr Dan Emerson, who was reporting on 
observations by the commissioner. Labor is going to correct that within two weeks. So, the first thing is to go to 
the CCC. Secondly, if it is an allegation of financial mismanagement, people can go to the Auditor General and 
they will be protected. Thirdly, if they have a problem with the conduct of anyone in this chamber or a public 
servant, they can go to you, Mr Speaker, to the privileges committee or to their local member of Parliament. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: This website is to be regarded as a dangerous stunt and could expose public servants who 
go to it to quite severe repercussions. 
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